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SYNOPSIS 
Caligula, a relatively kind prince so far, realizes on the death of Drusilla, his sister and his mistress, 
that "men die and they are not happy." Therefore, obsessed by the quest for the Absolute and 
poisoned by contempt and horror, he tries to exercise, through murder and systematic perversion of 
all values, a freedom which he discovers in the end is no good. He rejects friendship and love, simple 
human solidarity, good and evil. He takes the word of those around him, he forces them to logic, he 
levels all around him by force of his refusal and by the rage of destruction which drives his passion for 
life. 

— Albert Camus 
DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
One must reflect upon oneself daily. This is what I’ve learned and carried with me from my culture. 
When I first read Caligula, what struck me the most is the phrase, “the only mistake one makes in life 
is to cause others suffering.” I looked around, in the streets, on the social media and mass media, and 
all I’ve seen is that people blame others for causing suffering. Rarely did we ever look into ourselves 
and questioned maybe we are the ones who are part of these trouble from the beginning. Sartre 
states, “l’enfer, c’est les autres.” One must not forget “one” creates “others,” and likewise, “others” 
creates “one.” What Caligula speaks to me is exactly his awakening moment. The moment that no 
one knows what he’s been through, which turns him into a tyrant. He is going after the absolute 
freedom. He wants to liberate all, with the decision on this destructive manner as his tactics. What I 
am interested in not his tyrannical temperament. Instead, I find myself in Caligula. There have been 
moments when I felt deep despair. I saw people out on the streets day in and day out clocking their 
routine, being who they “are supposed to be.” Man, woman, binary, nonbinary, banker, waiter, 
plumber, teacher. We live in conformity, and yet we are barely aware of it. For times, I thought about 
a total annihilation, because only through that, we can all start over and think again. And I believe, I 
am not the only one that identifies with Caligula on that mentality, and I even find it exciting to notice 
people who repulsively disassociate with Caligula. I want to create a moment when we can freely 
respond to Caligula, and are forced to examine viscerally and intelligently who we are in relation to 
others. And from there, we reconstruct our existence, and the existence of this reality. 
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WHAT IS PRODUCERS CLUB? 
  
Producers Club is our free-floating, ad hoc, instant-gratification, impulse-driven 
pop-up program. We invite familiar and new-to-our-orbit companies into the New 
Ohio for a couple of days to flex their muscles, share their current thinking, and 
test their next great idea. The stakes are low, but the bar is high! 
 
Coming up: 
Feb 14-15   NOW LIE IN IT // April Ranger 
In a near-future Earth, a tight-knit group of hospital janitors make beds after each 
patient leaves, alive or dead. 
 
Feb 18-19  bloodymessysurprised // Downtown Negro 
In the fight to feel in a world of distraction, remember the following: 1) Soul doesn’t 
go down without a song, 2) Death might be the only freedom, 3) Grief is a 
worthwhile use of your time. 
 
Feb 22-23  UNTITLED '54: A Title Has to Have A Meaning //  

Halevy & Gelb 
Helen Frankenthaler’s process is brought to life by performer/painter Sharone 
Halevy, set against the backdrop of Frankenthaler's crumbling relationship with 
critic Clem Greenberg. 
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Think Globally. See theatre Locally. 
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Every time you visit New Ohio, you'll experience the VIP treatment you deserve. 
Just go to newohiotheatre.org/local and become a member. That’s it. It’s free. 
 
Become a New Ohio Local today! 
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION!  
 
Want to stay in touch? Follow us on Facebook at /newohiotheatre, and Twitter and 
Instagram @newohiotheatre 
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